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Laurencie J. Sometimes he would think of taking over the
family's affairs, just like before, the next time the door was
opened; he had long forgotten about his boss and the chief
clerk, but they would appear again in his thoughts, the
salesmen and the apprentices, that stupid teaboy, two or three
friends from other businesses, one of the chambermaids from a
provincial hotel, a tender memory that appeared and
disappeared again, a cashier from a hat shop for whom his
attention had been serious but too slow, all of them appeared
to him, mixed together with strangers and others he had
forgotten, but instead of helping him and his family they were
all of them inaccessible, and he was glad when they
disappeared.
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